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Hiking Trails

Pine Mountain Club offers some great hlkmg Some trails are easy; others are net. In any case, the thin air at
5500 + feet will make any exeréise iri- ﬂus area a challenge. Be sure to take water and to nohfy someone of your
plans before you leave.

@ The Waodland Waterfall The shortest of the trails in Pirie Mountain Club is also the most strenuous and it is
not suitable for smdll children. Though if is only 3/4 of a mile Iong, 'this trail winds over rock slides.and up a -
stream bed to a beautlﬁ:l pau' of small waterfalls Itis stunmng in the spring and early summer when the run off

is the heaviest: _
Drive to'the top 6f Woodland Dnve and park in the cul- de-sacn A sign marks theentrance to the trail. FOH0w

the path along the stream as it winds through the canyon. Please do not trespass on the lot nextto the trail. As’
you near the base of the waterfall the treul turns mto the rocks that have fallen in the stream bed

After readhmg the 1ower fa]ls tﬁmk fwme betbrechmbmg to the upper secuon The chmb up is very, dxfﬁcult
and the ¢limb down is'evert Hmf&er “The'tocks are very slippéry. If you do reach the top of the falls, continting . -
- up the mountam is very deﬁcult and not recommended

,g) San Erdidw Catt}'on The oldest mIa.nd h.ighWay it Ca.hfomla is-on Pine Momltam C}‘ub property Spamsh
missionaries found gold in San Emidio Ca.nyon and later, US soldiers made their wayto Fort Tejoralong: ttus

path. Watch for smelter pits and the old mine shaft near the rusty sign post. Near the end of the trails stands an

enormous “vviﬁ:xem"’tree(h_smxfeybr‘ bumed chrectxons on the ‘tmnk) Theztrall 6nds 4t the gate toa pnvate\ranch

furthet down the canyon.

To getto ﬂllS trail, drive east on Mil Potrero and turn left on Nesthorn Way Follow the paved road a.nd park at

the cable. Hike aioﬂg this foad appioximately 3/4 ‘of d tnile’ Cross the stream and follow the road for andther 1/4
mile. At this point the hard réad: titn's tight and ‘a'wagon trail veefs downithe canyon to the left: Follow the'

wagon road. Thé trail crosseés the quncture of two creeks and’ follows aIOngtha ﬂoor of this historic:canyen for

approximately 2 1/2 miles.

3 The Whiterier Tree “The Whitener Tree is one of the largest Poriderosa Pines in California and it is 600:to
1000 years: old. THis tree'is clearly visible from,Mil Potrero Highway 1/4 mile east'of the PMC sign, butitis

evern more njajesﬁc as fyou staiid at its EaSe and gaze up through its' bxanches o

To get to the Whitener Tree, follow the dlrecuons for San Emidio Cauyon, but dontinue walking along the hard
road as it starts uphill to your right. The old Mil Potrero Road follows the stream approxmately 212 n:ules
until it rejoins the new h.lghWay at the base of the Whitener Free. .

it



@ Silverville Mine This mine is apparently still worked by the claim holder; so please do not trespass. It’s a long

®

hike, but one that is worth the effort.

Drive east on Mil Potrero Highway to the parking area on the right just before passing the: Whitener Tree. To
get torthe base of the tree, you go down a fairly steep embankment. From therc follow a dirt road dewn around a
marshy field. On the far side of the bog, a wagon road veers off to the right.

Follow the:trail and: stream approximately 3 miles through the canyon. The mine is near the end of the frail.
Several old cables are. ;m'ung between the trees. They kept tmvclcrs out of th:}cemyon during winter months.

Eagle Pass thge ThlS is an easy trail that only takes about 45 mmutes and you can have the thrill of walking
on a scarf joint of the San Andreas Fault. From the Clubhouse, go west to Arctic Drive. Follow Arofic straight

up to-the campground and park your car. On foot, go.the.exireme west end of the, camp and follow the trail. You -
will soon be wallqmg on the scatf Emm the San Andreas fault. .

Follow the trail for 3/4 miles until you come to a narrow ravine. Turn left and go downhﬂl for 60 ya.tds where
you can:make & sharp leftfurn and start on-the retumn trail; The return trajl crosses meadows and passes.deep
threugh the:Pinon Pine forest. As you get closer to PMC, be'sure to stay to the uphill. side of the mobile homes.

There are other trails that connect from this trail should you wish to extend your hike At the ravine, you can
also turr right, orkeep going straight heading west. Bogh trails eventually dead end, where you can tura around
and come baek the way you came.

The Enshanged_Fore.gt This short hike, is-very pretty any time.of year, But_ it is particularly deﬁghtful in eatly
spring when there is still a little snow in the white firs and Jeffrey pines. Many deformed trees can be seen along
this wmdmg path, and the hvely stream adds to the music of the forest.

From either Woodland Drive or Freeman Drwe, take Bernina Dnve to the very tep and: park it the cuﬂ-de—sac
Follow-the trdil along the creek. Eventually the frail crosses the ereek under a very large, strangely. shaped pine
tree. The:trail peters out after 1/2 mile or so and you will want to turn,back, but-the view up the side of Mt.
Pinos is lovely and the natural beauty of the area makes the return hike worthwhile.

Sawmill Mountain This hike can be easy or difficult, depending on how far you go. Lots of large pines
provide a fovely setting for a picnic or just a quiet walk. You ean go quite far up this trail until the steepness
gets to be too much or until the vehicle trail fades into the trees. You can also detour oﬁ' one of the trails that
connect from this one. Detour on a trail to the right, and you wind up in Mil Potrero Park. Detour to the left, and
you wind up heading back toward PMC.

Go west on Mil Potrero Highway, just about 1/4 mile past the sign marking the end of Pine Mountain Club. Just
before the wire fence begins on the left side of the road, a trail enters a large meadow and quickly merges with
an old, unused vehicle trail. Follow the two ruts up into the forest. The best way out is the way you went in.



